
Longleaf Pine Restoration Demonstration in east Texas
Resource Management Service, LLC (RMS) and The Texas Longleaf Taskforce hosted a field trip east of Livingston June 22 to highlight restoration of longleaf pine habitat by three entities: RMS (a for-profit forest management firm), the Alabama-Coushatta (a Native America tribe), and the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). The workshop was attended by a variety of participants: non-industrial private forest landowners, educators, professional foresters, non-profit and government conservation organizations. 
RMS is a timber investment management organization (known as TIMOs) which manages land for sustainable longer-term objectives in addition to profitability. About 3,000 of its 205,000 acres in Texas are being managed for longleaf pine. Their Woodville District Manager, Wes Pruett, illustrated their management practices in the field, where loblolly pine is logged and replaced with longleaf pine seedlings. 
Landowners restoring longleaf pine in East Texas need a strategy using prescribed fire and/or herbicides to control brush invasion after logging. During this tour, RMS showed several methods for yaupon control in existing loblolly plantations and in new longleaf plantations.  
  Participants also heard about using prescribed fire to control invasive brush in new longleaf stands when the seedlings are not “candling” and after root collar diameters are at least ½ inch diameter. Ecologists on the tour from The Nature Conservancy, US Forest Service, and The Longleaf Alliance explained how native bunch grasses function in young longleaf stands to help carry prescribed fire to control yaupon. 
Ecologists on the tour emphasized the importance of understory botanical diversity and pointed out many of the indicator species remaining from the historical longleaf ecosystem. Herbicides need to be chosen carefully not to eliminate remnant species, such as “Pinehill” bluestem, a grass which made up to 60% of the biomass of the original longleaf pine stands. Sandy soils are common in the historical longleaf range and support many unique plant species. RMS has a 200,000 acre longleaf restoration effort underway in Alabama and Florida as part of their Coastal Headwaters Project. 

Texas A&M Forest Service (TFS) supported the field day with vans, staff, and logistical support. TFS provides technical forestry assistance to landowners across East Texas. Their forestry staff help landowners develop “Forest Stewardship Plans” and can guide owners toward cost share programs for longleaf restoration. Lunch was provided by Capital Farm Credit. 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has played a major role in promoting longleaf pine management through its national longleaf pine initiative. Landowners can find information about cost share programs through their county service centers. 
The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe has taken advantage of longleaf incentive programs. The tribe overcame many challenges, including the severe drought in 2011, to plant over 400 acres in longleaf pine. The partnership between the Tribe and NRCS won a national award. Tribal member Elliot Abbey illustrated his skill in making baskets from longleaf pine needles. He delays collection of green longleaf pine needles until the seedlings have grown beyond the initial “grass” stage, when seedlings are protected by needles from fire. Elliot’s baskets were both functional and artistic, with some representing wildlife species.   His artwork can be viewed at https://pineneedleworkbyera.wordpress.com
Texas longleaf restoration is promoted by a team of 15 state, federal and private conservation organizations. Since 2013 the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team and its fiduciaries (The Nature Conservancy and the Texas A&M Forest Service) have been able to raise over $500,000 in grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and International Paper to accelerate longleaf restoration for east Texas. 
For more information about restoring longleaf pine in southeastern Texas, contact TFS, NRCS, or Kent Evans of the Texas Longleaf Taskforce ​at 979.308.1600​; 99kevans@gmail.com.
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