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Texas Longleaf Implementation Team
Declaration of Partnership

This Declaration of Partnershipis entered into betweerarious federal, state, and non
governmental organizations émhance cooperation, coordination, and communicaffontsin
support oflongleaf pineecosystentonservation as envisioned by the AmericaOs Longleaf
Restoration Initiative.

The purpose of executing tHXeclaration of Partnershipis to formalize the relationship
betweerpartners iralocal placebased projectTheDeclaration of Partnership defines in
general termghe basis on which signatory agencies or organizations will cooperate and, as
such, does not constitute a finah@hligation to serve as a basis flayment oexpenditures.
Expenditures of funds, human resources, equipment, supplies, facilities, training, public
information, and expertise will be provided by each signatory agency or organization to the
extent thatheir participation is requesteahd resources are available.

Background

The Texad.ouisiana Longleaflaskforce (hereafter Taskforce) was established in 2010 with the
goal to accelerate the restoration of the longleaf pine ecosystem on both private and public
forestlands. Building on a long history of longleaf management, the Taskforce
(http://txlalongleaf.ord/is a broad stakéolder groupcomprised ofnterested partiesand

owners private individuals consultantsorganizations and industryhetask forceform and

function is similar taa state leveleamin the larger, rangavide AmericaOs Longleaf Restoration
Initiative (hereafter Initiative). The InitiativeOs purpose is to increase longleaf pine acreage
across the soutinom 3.4 to 8.0 million acres by 2025. A Rangiele Conservation Plan for
Longleaf fne guides actions and strategies of the Initiative. Within the Conservation Plan,
sixteen OSignificant Geographic AreasO or SGAs have been identified to spatially target longleaf
restoration; at least half of the targeted acreage from the Consenati@sRjoal is identified in
these SGAs. Within Texas, there are two SGAs centered on the follpwbfiglands ()
Sabine/Angelina National Forests, (2) Big Thicket National Preserve.

The taskforce members overlap in their interest to pronmesteration of the longleafre native
ecosystenon public andprivate lands within the preliminary project asgawasagreed that
two of the mos6GAs for restoration in Texas would be areas known as Longleaf (Fgee
1) and the Big ThickefFigure 2) These two areas hawan anchor of existing nativerigleaf
stands andepresent a highly suitable landscape for implementation of a-lptessl project as
envisioned by thénitiative.

The Texad ouisiana Longleaf Taskforce developed a stratplgio with a vision, mission, and
governance structure. In orderachieve its goal to restom@nigleaf in east Texathe taskforce
encourage The NatureConservancyYTNC) in Texas to seek funding 2013from the National

Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWFRr a part time coordinator and focus efforts on the
specificgeographiesf Longleaf Ridge and Big ThickeINC was awardethe NFWFunds

and serves as the initial fiducidior theplace basegrojed in Texasto focus on the SGAINC
consulted with the taskforce leadersaipl contracted services for a part time coordinator to lead
efforts for the taskforce to focus on the SGAs.


http://txlalongleaf.org/

Thetaskforce recognizetthat through cooperation, duplication of effort could be reduced and
capacities merged to improve efficiency and promote syn&tgtaskforce remains a broad
stakeholder group wth participants across tlygeography of east Texdsis appropriate to
execute a partnership declaration that feitmalizethe placebased grougnown as the OTexas
Longleafimplementation Team@LIT). The TLIT follows the general struciusecy the
taskforce However, the TLIT governancewsth a ecific focus orthe significant geographic
areaf Longleaf Ridge and Big Thicket with the following vision, mission and structure:

Vision
Maintain, improve, and restore functional longleaf pine ecosystems that provide sustainable
economic, ecological, and social values.

Mission

The mission of the TLIT will be to promote the maintenance and restoration of the longleaf pine
ecosystem on privaend public forestlandsncluding its cultural and economic values, through

a collaborative network of diverse stakeholders andkwwgrgroups. Specific goals to

accomplish this mission include (1) provide technical assistance to private landowners, (2)
increaseeducational opportunities for practitioners and landowr{@ysmprove collaboration
andpartnershipsand(4) seek fundig to assist restorationfefts that meet TIT goals.

Structure

Coordinatobfacilitate business getings, manage and oversee activitieSLIT, within the
guidelines and limitations in their contract of hingthefiduciary.

Fiduciary(s)Pqualified aganization that hahave)responsibility for grant futhadministration,
distribution, and accountability

Steering Committe®provide guidance for thELIT and direct working groups

Working Groupimplement specific stratégs and mission of the TLIT
DocumentoBassist with documentation and distribution of TL meeting notes
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Figure 1. Project fewus aredor the Longleaf Ridge, SGA.

Goals

The following are adopted as mutual goals by theatmyies for Texas Longleahplementation

Team.

1.

Identify mutual conservation and ecosystem management interests in the vicinity of

Longleaf Ridge and Big Thicket;

Identify potential strategies and tools available to each Cooperating Agency for achieving

themission of the TLT;

Develop action plan®texpand ecosystem managemeeyond the established native
longleaf stands to include lands wéprivate land owars are willing to participate;



4. Seek funding andhcentives forlandownerprojectsthat meet TLIT objectives;

5. Coordinateamong federal and state agencies and specific programs to provide technical
and financial resources infacused, coordinated fashion;

6. Link voluntary private landowner actions with actions on public landsoi@ efficiently
promote sustainable and secoegive ecosystems that offer enduring ecologsxatial,
and economic benefits;

7. Respect privattandowner rights so theawnership and management objectiaes not
infringed by actions of the partnership.

8. Support strong local forest products marlaetdinsure the application aound
silviculture practices

9. Help private landwnerssustain working forests amd-establish and maintain native
forests
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Figure 2. Project focus area for the Big Thicket SGA.

TLIT Steering Committeeand Project Coordinator Organization

The TUT Steering Committee M/ guide activities of the TLT. The responsibilitiesf the
Steering Committeanclude providinggeneral oversight argliidance tahe operations of the
placebased project androjectCoordinator in order taccomplish thgoals and objectives of
the TUT. A Chairperson shall be selected annually from the members of the Steering
Committee, and will serve a otyear term. In the absence dPeojectCoordinator, the Chair



will assume prieect coordination responsibilitieshe Chair and the Coordinator may be the
same persorthe TUT will meetsemiannually, or as needesch year.

An AnnualAction Plan of Work will be drafted by thHerojectCoordinator and submitted to the
SteeringCommittee for reviewThe Project Coordinator will finalize and implement Annual
Action Plans of WorkThe ProjectCoordinator willfacilitate TLIT meetingsand arrange
administrative support, meeting logistics, draft agenddsaseneeting minuteghe status and
accomplishments of theurrent &tion plan, and other documentation meembersDecisions for

the TLIT regarding the action plans, goals, project selection, and priorities will be done with a
simple majority of the Steering Committee.

Membership
Steering Committee
x Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Texas A&M University Forest Service
The Conservation Fund
Natural Resources Conservation Service
The NatureConservancy
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Servichlational Forestand Grasslands in Texas
The Texas Forestry Association
International Paper
Campbell Gobal
Lower Mississippi Valleyoint Venture
National Wild Turkey Federation
Texas A&M University Institute of Renewable Natural Resources
National Park Service (added1X)
Resource Management Service (added 2015)

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Steering Committee additions will be approved by the Steering Committee

Responsibilities
Steering CommitteMemberswill:

X Meet as requested to review progress and discuss methods of improving implementation

of the placebased project.

X Assist in increasing the participatida include private landowners, both industrial and
norrindustrial and others with valuable contributions.
Assist with the promotion of longleaf restoration objectives at state, fededgduaiic
meetings and training sessions.
Assist in the planning and implementation of landowner field.days
Provide education to the general public about the importance of ecosystem conservation
Jointly publish longleaf restoration outreach and techméatmation
Assist in establishing a baseline of current conditions, defining project area,tangets
monitoring restoration accomplishments.
x Assistwith integratingproject accomplishmestvith rangewide longleaf restoration

plan

X

X X X X



x Contributetheir available skills and resources in Working Groups

Working Groups
TheProjectCoordinator willidentify a leaerfor each Working Groupgndas needed facilitate
Working Group sessions, preparation of reportseoommendations to the Steering Committee
for review, and distribution to all membefhefollowing Working Groups have been identified:
x Outreach Strategy-Develop a coordinated, comprehensive outreach strategy to
landowners
X Training -Train practitionersrd recipients on technical assistance and implementation in
the field
x Outreach Materials-Develop outreach materials on ecosystem servicggementing
restorationandlongleafeconomics and markets
X Mapping-Develop tabular and map products for the progeea, focusing on
connectivity to other managed lands
X Vendor Lists-Develop a list of vendors, growers, and forestry consultants and work with
the Outreach Materials working group to make this information available to the public.
x Landowner Recognitionldentify restoration success stories to be included in outreach
materials and develop landowner recognition materials
x Prescribed Fire-Develop capacity fothe application oprescribed fire

Additional Working Groups can be identified by the Steering @dtee and/or Project
Coordinator.

Amendments and Review
This Declarationis subject to revision and can be amended, extended, or modifred|bsity
consent of th&teering Committee. General members can be added by the Steering Committee.

Liability
The participants agree that they shall each be responsible for their own individual, direct
liabilities and not for any other stakeholder actions, omissions or liabilities.

Other Provisions

Nothing herein is intended to or has the effect of extendindegalyauthority or responsibilities
of any of the membersor is any provision herein intendedhas the effect of modifying,
restricting, enhancing or changing the legal authorities, obligatrestrictions, liabilities or
requirements of any of its mmbers. ThiDeclarations intendednly to provide the basis for a
voluntary cooperative relationship among the signatories and istantled to, nor does it create
any right, entittement, or benefit, substantive or procedural, orragsigbnsibility,enforceable at
law or equity, by any individual, organization, private or gowental third party, participant
party or any member thereof against any party to thissagget or the United States, its
agencies, its officers, or any person. Theclarationshall not be onstrued to create any right to
judicial review involving the compliance or noncompliancéwthe terms of thiBeclarationby
anysignatory or the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any other person. To the extent
anyprovision of thisDeclarationconflicts with current directives, or plicable regulations or
laws ofany of the parties of this agreement, the provisions ofédarationwill have no

effect.



The partnership in no way substitutes for the decisiaking process that each participating
agency is required to follow by regulation, directive, or [@his forum helps to facilitate
discussion among the participants, without making decisioriedse agencies. The partnership
is not considered a OnonfedenatityO for purposes of the JointhiEs Regulations as its stated
purpose is merely to provide a venue for communicatiomgrparticipants sharing similar
interests; is not seBustaining as it has no internal budgetangvisions or authority; has no
decisionmaking authority or legal status; and canrniatiidhe action of any agency or
organization.

Should disagreement arise about the interpretation of the provisions Dethésation or
amendments or revisions thereto, that cannot be resoldledrtautual satisfaction of all the
members to thiBeclarationthose provisions shall have no effect.

Terms of the Declaration

CommencementExpiration Date. This instrument iexecuted as of the date of tlst
signature and is effective througtecembeB0, 2019 at which time it will expire unless
extended.

Withdrawal . Any of the parties may withdraw from the instrument at any time before the
date of expiration by providing written notificationttee Steering Committee

M odification. Modifications within the scope of the ingment shall be made byajority
consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, prior to any changes being
performed.

Non-fund Obligating Document This Declarationis not a procurement instnoent anddoes

not commit any party to fund, obligate funds, request appropriations or commit a neemberQ
resources in support of tipeoject Any funding activities asxiated with therojectshall be
subject to availability of funding and carried out in accordamte applicable authorities and
legal requirements, including those for government procurement artiohgyiof the
participating organizations. Such endeavors will be outlinedparaée ageements that shall be
made in writing by representatives of the parties and bhalidependently authorized by
appropriate statutory authority. Specifically this instrumemsonot establish authority for
noncompetitive award to the cooperator of aogtract or ther agreement. Any contract or
agreement for training or other services must fully comply alitapplicable requirements for
competition.

Participation in Similar Activities . This instrumentn no way restricts the Partnérem
participatng in similar activities with other public or pate agencies, organizations, or
individuals.

Attachment A
This will be a listof signatorySteering Committee Organizations and their designated contact for
participation in the TLIT

Attachment B
Thiswill contain sgnature pagefor eachSteering Committee Organization.



Partnership Declaration prepared for signatbseKent Evans, TLIT Coordinato2014.
Steering Committee additions approved by vote in 2015: National Park Service and Resource
Management Services.



Steering Committee Signatures

Texas Longleaf Implementation Team Declaration of Partnership

Campbell Global

Signature %Mn C fwi/\

Name and Title BRriard G;:@w;ul CorSERVAT 00 AND SFEI MANAGER

Date ;0/47 //_b i

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: BRian Goworw
Title:

TexMark Timber Treasury, LP
As managed by Forest Resource Consultants (FRC)

\ (\"
Signature ﬁ A /\/

Name and Title
Don Dietz, Sustainable Forestry Coordinator/Recreational Lease Manager

Date 7/02/2019

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Don Dietz
Title: Sustainable Forestry Coordinator/Recreational Lease Manager



International Paper \
- Qen
/ 4
Signature

\>€(‘<m\/?’”'k(
Name and Title we§+ Qeﬁ\w\ h be (}(—\W—Q(_ ﬂ[)m Mn45¢(

Date 9 //5’/ I

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Lower Mississippi Valley Joint Venture

Signature ) / -
Ze

Name and Title Ed Penny
Chair, Lower Mississippi Valley Joint Venture

Date 11/3/14

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

.National Park Service, Big Thicket National Preserve

Signature /

Name and Title: Edward Comeau, Acting Superintendent

Date 3/62,‘7’/ Q0185

Designated NPS Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Ken Hyde
Title: Chief of Resource Management



National Wild Turkey Federation

Signature(j\?ﬂ%’/ MM'S

N/ljln;l;;frl g § o7y ﬂ/’(ﬂWVS - / yrs@rw/w f,}/ﬁ/ SJM V30K
Date ?— 7- /‘f |

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name:
Title:

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Signature: J‘/;/W /Ié%%
Name and Titz SZv:dor Salinas, State Conservationist
Date:

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Mike Oliver
Title: State Forester, USDA/NRCS

Resource Management Service, LLC

s MAC fomtlrr—

Name and Title -kxos (f-\)es ;o) /VZQ'U%Q ~
Date 3~ 4 - R0/5

Designated RMS Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team
Name: UJZS PF veA
Title: . K

e e yille Disterdt r’ﬂauoﬁer




discussion among the participants, without making decisions for those agencies. The partnership
is not considered a “nonfederal entity” for purposes of the Joint Ethics Regulations as its stated
purpose is merely to provide a venue for communication among participants sharing similar
interests; is not self-sustaining as it has no internal budgetary provisions or authority; has no
decision-making authority or legal status; and cannot bind the action of any agency or
organization.

Should disagreement arise about the interpretation of the provisions of this Declaration, or
amendments or revisions thereto, that cannot be resolved to the mutual satisfaction of all the
members to this Declaration; those provisions shall have no effect.

Terms of the Declaration

Commencement/Expiration Date. This instrument is executed as of the date of the last
signature and is effective through December 30, 2019 at which time it will expire unless
extended.

Withdrawal. Any of the parties may withdraw from the instrument at any time before the
date of expiration by providing written notification to the Steering Committee.

Modification. Modifications within the scope of the instrument shall be made by majority
consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, prior to any changes being
performed.

Non-fund Obligating Document. This Declaration is not a procurement instrument and does
not commit any party to fund, obligate funds, request appropriations or commit a member’s
resources in support of the project. Any funding activities associated with the project shall be
subject to availability of funding and carried out in accordance with applicable authorities and
legal requirements, including those for government procurement and printing, of the
participating organizations. Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be
made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by
appropriate statutory authority. Specifically this instrument does not establish authority for
noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or other agreement. Any contract or
agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable requirements for
competition.

Participation in Similar Activities. This instrument in no way restricts the Partners from
participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, or
individuals.

Attachment A
This will be a list of signatory Steering Committee Organizations and their designated contact for
participation in the TLIT.

Attachment B
This will contain signature pages for each Steering Committee Organization.

Partnership Declaration prepared for signatures by Kent Evans, TLIT Coordinator, 2014.



Attachment B. Steering Committee Signatures, Texas Longleaf
Implementation Team Declaration of Partnership.

Texas A&M Forest Service

Signature M/g . éw

Name and Title (>m . %omus ,‘bm.s.c.ru&,

Date V-9~ /ﬁ/
Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team
Name: 5 RANE A‘kkgu\)@;‘w
Title: <~afl FersTE



Texas A&M University Institute of Renewable Natural Resources

Signature @@_

Name and Title: Dr. Roel Lopez, Director

Date July 28, 2014
Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name; Stephanie Hertz
Title: Program Coordinator

(now Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute)

Texas Forestry Association

Signamr@@
Name and Title ;MCJSL Z\CZ—QJQ L:’;e"rb }/QKLUJ

Date %/l(/f.(

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Nam@% [% Q(

Title: g{c& (-\é,;:m.& p

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Name and Title: Carter Smith, Executive Director, Texas Parks and
Wildlife

Date 25 . 08. /4

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Rusty Wood
Title: Forest Stewardship Biologist



The Nature Conservancy
\ |

Signature: \/ { \g(m\v\
Laura Huff@an, Texas State Director

Date: 7/(9 9/0—10/ 7

Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Wendy Ledbetter
Title: TNC Texas Forest Manager

USDI Fish and Wildlife Service

Signature //)//[m 7 ﬁv///

Nameand 1ine: oo 7 '/\)(‘//S, Fre(d Svper visoc

Date Seprmper 3, 209
Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Jeffrey A. Reid
Title: Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program



Attachment B. Steering Committee Signatures. Texas Longleaf Implementation Team, TLIT.
U. S. FOREST SERVICE ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS:

NOTICES. Any notice given by the U.S. Forest Service or TLIT will be sufficient only if in writing
and delivered in person, mailed, or transmitted electronically by e-mail or fax, as follows:

To the U.S. Forest Service Program Manager, at the address specified in the grant.

To TUIT, at TLIT's address shown in the grant or such other address designated within
the grant.

ENDORSEMENT. Any of TLIT’s contributions made under this agreement do not by direct
reference or implication convey U.S. Forest Service endorsement of TLIT's products or activities.

USE OF U.S. FOREST SERVICE INSIGNIA. In order for TLIT to use the U.S. Forest Service insignia
on any published media, such as a webpage, printed publication, or audiovisual production,
permission must be granted from the U.S. Forest Service’s Office of Communications. A written
request must be submitted and approval granted in writing by the Office of Communications
(Washington Office) prior to use of the insignia.

MEMBERS OF U.S. CONGRESS. Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, no United States member of, or United
States delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this agreement, or
benefits that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA). Public access to agreement records must not be
limited, except when such records must be kept confidential and would have been exempted
from disclosure pursuant to Freedom of Information regulations (5 U.S.C. 552).

TEXT MESSAGING WHILE DRIVING. In accordance with Executive Order (EO) 13513, “Federal
Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving,” any and all text messaging by Federal
employees is banned: a) while driving a Government owned vehicle (GOV) or driving a privately
owned vehicle (POV) while on official Government business; or b) using any electronic
equipment supplied by the Government when driving any vehicle at any time. All recipients and
subrecipients are encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging when
driving company owned, leased or rented vehicles, POVs or GOVs when driving while on official
Government business or when performing any work for or on behalf of the Government.

U.S. FOREST SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED IN PUBLICATIONS, AUDIOVISUALS, AND ELECTRONIC
MEDIA. TLIT shall acknowledge U.S. Forest Service support in any publications, audiovisuals,
and electronic media developed as a result of this agreement.




NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT — PRINTED, ELECTRONIC, OR AUDIOVISUAL MATERIAL. TLIT
shall include the following statement, in full, in any printed, audiovisual material, or electronic
media for public distribution developed or printed with any Federal funding.

"In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or
disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call {202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."

If the material is too small to permit the full statement to be included, the material must, at
minimum, include the following statement, in print size no smaller than the text:

"This institution is an equal opportunity provider."

DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION. TUIT shallimmediately inform the U.S. Forest Service if they or
any of their principals are presently excluded, debarred, or suspended from entering into
covered transactions with the federal government according to the terms of 2 CFR Part 180.
Additionally, should TLIT or any of their principals receive a transmittal letter or other official
Federal notice of debarment or suspension, then they shall notify the U.S. Forest Service
without undue delay. This applies whether the exclusion, debarment, or suspension is
voluntary or involuntary.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. By signature below, each party certifies that the individuals
listed in this document as representatives of the individual parties are authorized to act in their
respective areas for matters related to this MOU. In witness whereof, the parties here to have
executed this MOU as of the last date written below.

USDA Forest Service, National Forests and Grasslands in Texas

Name and Title ‘“Mk E. \ar LW*\/

}‘wts{: gu.pu Viso

Date ?/()\L}//Lf



Designated Representative on the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team

Name: Mcw\L E \/my\ E\/W\/
Title:  Forest S.,\,Pw\lfst‘(‘

The authority and format of this agreement have been reviewed and approved for
signature.

VICKI R. TAYLOR Date
U.S. Forest Service Grants Management Specialist



Appendix C BDeclaration of Partnership- Addendum to Extend 20192025

Preface During the 2018 TLT conservation planning procesbe Teanagreed the original
Declaration ofPartnership remaires valid charteon whichto base our organization and
cooperative efforts withiand among the cooperating ageneganizationsn regards tahe
conservation of the Longleaf Pine Ecosystem in TeXa$T members also agreed that
clarifications ad revisions might be in order, addterminedhatguidanceor governance,
leadership, coordinatipanda rewrite of he Vision and Mission were essentidihe TLIT
generakonsensugasto considean extension of the Declaration of Partnershipichexpires
December 302019 unless the membership agrees to extend.

Governancewas also a point of discussion for TLIT in 2018. It was generally agne¢dLIT
strives for consensus buas in some&asesvhen a votas required to move forward, simple
majority consenwill suffice, as stated in our Declaration of Partnership.

Theoriginal Vision and Mission readss follows: The vision of TLIT is to maintain, improve,
and restore functional longleaf pine ecosystems in Texas that provide sustainable economic,
ecological, and social values. The mission of this partnership is to promote conservation of the
longleaf pine ecosystem (to include associated forest ecosystems, flora, and fauna) by
maintaining and improving private and public forestlands.

The revised/ision andMission:

Vision: Re-establish the abundantly biediverse and wildlife sustaining habitat of the
longleaf pine ecosystem in east Texas.

Mission: Promote conservation of the longleaf pine ecosystem and associated ecosystems
on private and public lands through a transparent, collaborative, and coordinated network
of diverse stakeholders

Leadership and coordinationwas anothe©new@oint of TLIT operationsdentified for
clarification TLIT has made significant progress untlez leadership of TLIT oordinator Kent
Evans. Due to that success, therensrieasinglemand for technical assistanespeciallywithin
the coretwelve priority Texas longleaf Pineywood®unties. Looking at projects in locales
across the other eight states in the longleafe, it can be demonstratbdt having local staff
greatly improves specific knowledge of a place, its soils, and how longleaf responds and
develops in that ared.ocal staff can quickly respond to landowners resulting in increased
credibility, availaliity, and acres of longleaf plantedhis synergy tends to lead to increased
funding for e-establishing the longleaf esgstem, greater visibilittgndmore dollars invested
from diverse funding source3.hese sources include foundations, trustiyiduals and
corporationsas well as increased public sector funding.




KEY Elements o Original Declaration of Partnership & 2025 Extension

Commencement/Expiration DateThis instrument is executed as of the date of the last sighahdeas
effective through December 30, 208 which time it will expire unless extended.

Amendmentsand Review This Declaration is subject to revision and can be amended, extended, or
modified by majority cosent of the Steering CommitteBlew Members General members can be
added by the Steering Committee.

Terms of the Declaration Commencemelkpiration Date- This DOPinstrument is executed as of the
date of the last signatyrand is effective through December 30, 20dt9which timeit will expire unless
extended.With unanimousapproval of the Conservation Plan, the TLIT extends the date of the
DOP, with amended participants and wording, through December 30, 2025

Withdrawal - Any of the parties may withdraw fromighinstrument at any time before the date of

expiration by providing written notificen to the Steering Committe@lodification - Modifications

within the scope of the instrument shall be made by majority consent of the parties, by the issuance of a
written modification, prioto any changes being performedability - The participants agree that they

shall each be responsible their own individual, direct liabilitiesand not for any other stakeholder

actions, onissions, or liabilities.

Other Provisions Nothing herein is intendedr has the effecto extend any legal authority or
responsibilities of any of the membgmnsris any provision herein intended or has the effect of
modifying, restricting, enhancingr changing the legal authorities, obligations, restrictions, liabilities
requrements of any of its members.

The partnership in no way substitutes for the deacisnaking process that each participating agency is
required to follow by regulation, directive, or lavithis forum helps to facilitate discussion among the
participants, without making decisions for those agencidee partnership is not considered a

Ononfederal entityO for purposes of the Joint Ethics Regulatisiits stated purpose is merely to

provide a venue for communication among participants sharing similar interests; is rstusiining

as it has no internal budgetary provisions or auttyg has no decisiormaking authority or legal status;
cannot bind the action of any agency or organizatiShould disagreement arise about the interpretation
of the provisions of this Declaration, or amendments or revisions thereto, that cannot be resolved to the
mutual satisfaction of all the members to tBisclaration those provisionshall have no effect.

This Declaration is intended only to provide the basis for a voluntary cooperative relationship among the
signatories and is not intended to, nor does it create any right, entittement, or benefit, substantive or
procedural, or trust responsibility, enforglele at law or equity, by any individual, organization, private

or governmental third party, participant partyr any member thereof against any party to this

agreement or the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any péremDeclaration shihnot be

construed to create any right to judicial review involving the compliance or noncompliance with the
terms of this Declaration by any signatory or the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any other
person. To the extent any provision thfis Declaration conflicts with current directives, or applicable
regulations or laws of any of the parties of this agreement, the provisions of this Declaration will have no
effect.



